
e) Projections are no less useful for Cornwall than elsewhere
Cornwall's planners claim that 'there is no reason' to assume that the ONS/DCLG projections are 
any less useful for Cornwall than for other places. However, they supply no evidence or references 
to substantiate this. So let's test their assertion. The table below compares ONS/DCLG projections 
and 2011 census data for other places on the same basis as was calculated for Cornwall in Tables 1 
and 2 of the attached CPRE report.  The level of accuracy of the projections was calculated for the 
counties of the South West region and selected other peripheral counties across other English 
regions. 

The performance of ONS and DCLG projections, growth 2001-11

Population (% discrepancy between 
projection and outcome)

Mean Households (% 
discrepancy between 
projection and 
outcome)

Mean

2003 2004 2006 2008 2010 2004 2006 2008

Devon +20 +49 +83 +49 +15 +43 +113 +117 +63 +98

Somerset +38 +40 +47 +9 +6 +28 +82 +71 +35 +63

Dorset -33 -54 -59 -51 -47 -49 -4 -30 -37 -24

Gloucs -13 -25 +6 0 -6 -5 +29 +47 +29 +35

Wiltshire -33 -33 -25 -21 -21 -27 -33 -33 -42 -36

Avon -29 +10 +44 +57 +23 +21 +22 +78 +67 +56

West 
Sussex

-28 -28 -21 -2 +2 -15 +8 +12 +24 +15

Norfolk +11 +18 +31 +25 +2 +17 +55 +69 +45 +56

Shropshire -41 -19 -22 -47 -31 -32 +44 +25 -6 +22

Lincolnsh +13 +27 +25 -3 +13 +15 +44 +44 0 +29

Cumbria -33 +33 +67 0 -8 +12 +77 +68 +8 +51

Durham -96 -79 -18 -14 -29 -47 -14 -5 -23 -14

Cornwall +47 +59 +69 +28 +25 +46 +106 +106 +63 +92
(Differences higher than Cornwall marked in bold. (In order to obtain a direct comparison, the old 
1973-based counties were used, thus Devon = Devon, Plymouth and Torbay, Durham = Durham 
and Darlington etc.)

As can be seen from the above table, the truth is the precise opposite of the planners' claim. There is
a very good reason to assume these projections are less useful for Cornwall. Projections for 
Cornwall in the 2000s were consistently more inaccurate than other places, over-estimating actual 
growth by a considerable margin. As the table shows, only three of the twelve English counties - 
Devon, Somerset and Norfolk - show a similar consistent over-estimate. But the average population 
over-estimate for Cornwall was considerably higher than Somerset and Norfolk. Only Devon comes
close to Cornwall in relation to inaccurate projections.

Overall, of 60 population projections only three contained higher over-estimates than projections 
for Cornwall. Of 36 household projections, again just three were more inaccurate. Clearly therefore,
this comparative exercise shows that these projections are 'less useful for Cornwall than elsewhere'. 
In Cornwall's case there is a consistent tendency to bias projected outcomes, and therefore the 



forecast population and household totals, upwards. This results in an unnecessarily high housing 
target. 

Despite this evidence Cornwall's planners persist in denying that ONS/DCLG projections are unfit 
for purpose and refuse to address this issue. In view of this complacency from the local planning 
authority I can only conclude there needs to be an urgent independent enquiry into the performance 
of these datasets and the use to which they are being put by planners and developers in Cornwall.
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